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Greetings!

This is going to be another exciting year of vocal music at Loyola Catholic High
School! This year the Loyola Concert Choir will have 63 members. We have a lot
of new talent coming in and veterans that | am excited to work with and we will
be focusing a lot on polishing our tone, technique, and breath support and
reading skills.

It is my goal to ensure a positive, meaningful, valuable, and enjoyable music
experience in the choral classroom. | will strive to challenge the students
physically, m entally, emotionally, musically and interpersonally. Students will
experience music of many historical time periods representing many diverse
cultures. Through these challenges and opportunities, students will be rewarded
with amazing memorable moments to motivate and enlighten their spirit from
within.

The Loyola High School vocal music program is an exciting place to be. The
success of this program comes only through hard work, dedication and

teamwork. | have only the highest expectations of you and of my self. I look
forward to another very successful, joyful and musical year!
Peace,

Bridget Hermer

Why Choir?

Why should a young person join choir? What will it mean to her/his life?

University studies show that music education instills students with respon sibility,
discipline, maturing social skills, communication and analytical skills. Music
students tend to possess the qualities that employers consider essential. Simply
put, learning to sing is a positive preparation for life. The study of music supports
wonderment, imagination, appreciation and sensitivity. This creativity leads to

an inventive thinking style allowing the individual greater personal choices.

Music is one of the few disciplines that require the individual to access both the
cognitive and a ffective sides of the mind. Critical assessment, the ability to
conceptualize and respond to any given situation, is the foundation of

intelligence as it applies to living a full rich life, and music is a pathway to this
intellectual pattern.

The key to su ccess is completion of the tasks at hand. Positive, productive living

is based on the establishment of habits of tenacity, personal persistence, and
commitment. In music, commitment is fundamental. It becomes a part of the
musicianOs personality and transf ers to every avenue of life. Participation at the
level of excellence is not a personal preference in music N it is a requisite. The
musician quickly discovers that it is not the destination, but the journey that

counts. It is not the product, but the proces s. The joy of music generates further
growth and understanding of our very existence.
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OWe must encourage our youngsters in such pursuits as music education. In

addition to learning the valuable lesson that it takes hard work to achieve

success, no matter what the arena, music education can provide students with

a strong sense of determination, improved communication skills, and a host of

other qualities essential for successful living.O ~ Edward H. Rensi, President & Chief
Operation Officer BUSA McDonaldOs Corporation

Student Learner Qutcomes:

Students sing independently, on pitch and in rhythm, with appropriate timbre,
diction, and posture, breath support

Students sing expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and
interpretation and feelingf  ul intelligence.

Students sing from memory a varied repertoire of songs representing genres and
styles from diverse cultures and historical periods

Students sing in 4 part harmony (SATB)

Students singing will blend vocal timbres, matching dynamic | evels, and
responding to the cues of a conductor

Evaluate music and music performances of themselves and other ensembles
Revise performance based on the feedback of others

Students explain, using appropriate music terminology, their personal
preference s for specific works and style.

Students Study voice in private or small group lessons a minimum of 8 times per
year.

Students have the opportunity to prepare and sing solo literature approved by
MSHSL

Students sight read using solfege syllables.

Stude nts are able to read music.
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Uniform

Women Men

Black flat shoes Black shoes and socks
No Jewelry Black Pants

Sheer nylons White no collared shirt

Grading Policy:

50% Participation - Students are given 5 points per week

20% Lessonsb Students need to take 2 lessons per quarter

20% Mastery of Music B Students need to demonstrate proficiency in solfege and
music

10% Performances D Students are to perform at all scheduled concerts and
rehearsals.

For a performance schedule pleas e click on the following link

http://www.gopherconference.org/g5 -bin/client.cqi?G5genie=7&school id=4

Technology Component

Students are required to sign up for le  ssons using Google Docs Lesson Schedule
Calendar

Students are required to take solfege tests using IMovie

Students periodically are required to compare and contrast choral
performances using YouTube.
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